Warning Decision Training Branch

Job Sheet: Setting Up WCM Bulletin Board RSS Feed in Thunderbird

Version 0.9, 10/18/06

This Job Sheet provides instructions for setting up Really Simple Syndication (RSS) feeds in Thunderbird. Any RSS
reader can be used to read the RSS feed from the WCM Bulletin Board. Specific instructions are unique to each RSS
reader and are beyond the scope of this Job Sheet. Some information provided in this Job Sheet can be used to sup-

port setting up the feed in other readers.

If you have feedback on this Job Sheet, please let us know so we can improve the process. Contact us at

wdtb webmaster@wdtb.noaa.gov.

Assumptions:

* User is registered on the WCM Bulletin Board (https://apps.weather.gov/WWCMboard/)

» User has Mozilla Thunderbird installed as their email client (http://www.mozilla.com/thunderbird/).

» Thunderbird has RSS enabled.

1.0. Login to the WCM Bulletin Board
» Go to https://apps.weather.gov/WCMboard/

* Login using your user name and password.
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2.0. Go to the “Smartfeed” Page

* To setup your RSS details, go to the Smartfeed
page at: https://apps.weather.gov/WCMboard/
smartfeed_url.php

2.1. Type of Newsfeed
* Select “RSS 2.0” for the type of newsfeed.

2.2. Select forums for Feed

« At the bottom of the page, select the forums to
include in your newsfeed.

2.3. Click on the “Generate URL” But-
ton

« Click the “Generate URL” button.

* This will create the URL that defines your
preferences.

2.4, Copy the URL

 Copy the contents of the text box that con-
tains the new URL.

* This will be pasted into Thunderbird in Step
5.3 on Page 4.

3.0. Open Thunderbird

* Double click on your Thunderbird icon.
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& profile  BLog in to check your private messages @ Log in

SmartFeed

Because you are not logged into the site, you can only subscribe to the list of public forums shown below. Please log in or register if you
want to also subscribe to nonpublic forums.

Many people are discovering the convenience of syndicated newsfeeds. Using newsfeeds, you do not have to visit the site to read its content. A
program called a web aggregator fetches and presents news from multiple web sites for you.

Some forums on this site may be read by members only, or require that you to subscribe to an appropriate usergroup. Normally, these forums
would not be accessible as a public newsfeed. However, this site is enabled with SmartFeed. This is a phpBB modification that allows logged in
users to access both restricted and unrestricted forums on this site as a newsfeed. This is done by authenticating yourself with a special URL that
you create on this page. You select the forums on this site that interest you that you want included in your customized newsfeed. You can choose
the type of newsfeed format that you prefer. SmartFeed supports the RSS and Atom protocols. Make sure you pick the correct format that you
need. By pressing the Generate URL button near the bottom of this page, you can see the special URL that you will use. Copy and paste this
information into your newsreader to access this site with your newsreader.

If you are new to newsfeeds and web aggregators, we suggest you read this Wikipedia topic. It includes a link to various newsreaders that you
may wish to download. You may prefer to access newsfeeds via websites such as Bloglines created for this purpose.

If you have not registered on this site, you can still get a newsfeed. Howewer, you can only select from public forums.

Select type of newsfeed:
(Make sure you choose a format supported by [RSS 2.0 -
your newsreader) [}S

When fetching posts, limit newsfeed to posts:
(If you are using a browser extension like Sage
for Firefox as your news reader, a persistent
cookie annotating the last time you accessed the
newsfeed will be set. Note that most desktop
news readers will ignore cookies.)

| Since Last Mewsfeed Fetch or Board Visit v

Sort by: | Category Order, Forum Order, Forum Topic Last Post Time (Desc), Topic Post Date/Time v

O ves @ No

Show only new topics?

Newsfeeds should include posts for these

All Subscribed Forums
forums:

Damage Surveys

¢ e g e e
annotating the last time you accessed the newsfeed
will be set. Note that most desktop news readers will
ignore cookies.)

| Since Last Newsfeed Fetch or Board Visit v

Sort by: | Category Order, Forum Order, Forum Topic Last Post Time (Desc), Topic Post Date/Time v
Show only new topics? O ves ® No
Remove your posts from the feed? O ves @ No
Enable Newsfeed IP Authentication?
(This can be used as an addition security precaution
to limit URL hijacking. The URL that is generated will
ly b d for th f IP add
only be goo or e range o a resses O Ve @ No

associated with your computer. For example, if your
current IP is 123.45.67.89 and IP Authentication is
enabled then the feed will only work in the address
range 123.45.67.%.)

Newsfeeds should include posts for these forums: All Subscribed Forums

WCM talk (Registered Users Only)
Damage Surveys

EFkit

spedial announcements

iGe rate URL

After you press the Generate URL button, the URL you need will appear in the box below. Copy and paste this information into your
newsreader. If you change your options, press the Generate URL button again and you will get a different URL.

|https:.f!apps.weather.gov:443/WCMboard/smar‘tfeed.php?u=23&p=hNlppsZ\qquqmLWmSKI2IbaI9|clquhGuTZJqudc=&feed_t

Poverad by phpBB @ 2001, 2005 phpBB Group

pheric Administration

National Weather Senvice
Offica of Climts, Watsr & Weather Senicss
1325 EastV

Silver Soring.
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4.0. Enabling “News & Blogs”.

Note: Instructions for this step will be added at a later date.

« If “News & Blogs” is already available, go to Step 5.0 on Page 3.

5.0. Setup News & Blogs

* If “News & Blogs” is not available to you, see Step 4.0 on Page 3.

5.1. Select “News & Blogs”
* Click on “News & Blogs” in the left hand pane.

* You can also
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5.2. Click on “Manage Subscriptions”
* The “RSS Subscription” dialog box will open. & RSS Subscriptions

* Existing Blogs and RSS subscriptions will be displayed in the dia-
log box Mote: Removing or changing the folder for a feed will not affect previously
' downloaded articles.

on Farums

[ Loose Change Elog

Impaort ] ’ Export

5.3. Click the “Add” button.
» The “Feed Properties” dialog box will be displayed.

Feed Properties = )
5.4. Paste the URL. Feed URL: || |

 Paste the URL from in the “Feed URL” box.

Store Artides in: | News & Blogs v|
Note: For more details on the Feed Properties Show the artide summary instead of loading the web page
Options, see Step 6.0 on Page 5. % ke ] [ Cancel ]

5.5. Click “Ok”.
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5.6. Accept Certificate

Website Certified by an Unknown Authority

. . Unable to verify the identity of apps.weather.gov as a trusted site.
5'7' Close RSS SUbscrlptlon Box' . Possible reasons for this error:
. The su bSCI’ip’[ion haS been added | Close the RSS SU bSCFi ption - Your browser does not recognize the Certificate Authority that issued the site's certificate.

- The site's certificate is incomplete due to a server misconfiguration.

-You are connected to a site pretending to be apps.weather.gov, possibly to obtain your
confidential information.

dialog box.

FPlease notify the site's webmaster about this problem.

Before accepting this certificate, you should examine this site's certificate carefully. Are you
willing to to accept this certificate for the purpose of identifying the Web site
apps.weather.gov?

Examine Certificate...

(%)} Accept this certificate permanently:

() Accept this certificate temporarily for this session
() Do not accept this certificate and do not connect to this Web site

6.0. Further Explanation: Feed Properties Option

* In the “Feed Properties” dialog box, there is an option to “Show ;
the article sumary instead of loading the web page”. Feed Properties

* You can also edit this property after setting up the RSS Feed Feed URL: ||
using the “Manage Subscriptions” process as illustrated above,
starting in Step 5.2 on Page 4.

Store Artides in; | News & Blogs

* This option is summarized in the next two sub-steps.
Show the artide summary instead of loading the web page

% ok | | cancal |

Setting Up WCM Bulletin Board RSS Feed in Thunderbird Page 5 of 7



Job Sheet

6.1. Show Article Summary & WCM Bulletin Board - Thunderbird

File Edit Vew Go Message Took Help

* This option shows a brief summary in the Thun- 2 3 @ & X
. . = 5 E L
derbird message view pane. GetMal  Write AddressBook | Reply R;ply Al Forward | Delete  Junk | Print

(el

=

Name un.. | Total | B yew: [ 3 | . subject or Sender
# £7, Donald.M.Rin...cht@noaa.gov
=@ News & Blogs

@ Trash = H o ey
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2 wcM Bulletin Board 1
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[}S = Subject: EFkit = EFKit almost ready for distribution

From: James.g.ladue <noreply@apps . weather.gov>
Date: 12:31FM

Website: htips:/{apps.weather.qov:443/WCMboard fuiewtopic.php?p=26225
James.g ladue wrote at 18 Oct 2006 01:18 PM GMT. We are at EFKit 0.8 soon to go to 1.0. You may try out

the beta version at
http:/www.wdtb noaa gov/courses/ef-scale.

Jim LaDue - KD5SGQE
WDTE. 120 David L. Boren Ave., Suite 2640
Norman, OK 73072

i Unread: 0 = Total: 1
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6.2. Show Web Page

WCM Bulletin Board - Thunderbird
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